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The Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of 
PUBLICK WORSHIP. 


HEB. iii. 15, 16, 8 
By him therefore let us offer the Sacrifice 
of Praiſe to God continually, that ic, 
the Fruit of our Lips, giving Thanks 
fo his Name. But to do Good, and to 
communicate, forget not; for with ſuch 
Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. Obey 
them that have the Rule over you, and 


ſubmit your ſelves. 
A Principle of natural Religion, That 

there is a God (a): Which implies 

not only the Notion of Ex/tence, but alſo 
A 2 | of 


LL Mankind are agreed in this firſt 


(a) Tho? this has been denied or doubted by ſome par- 
ticular Perſons, yet it is evident from the Hiſtory of the 
World, that Men in general have believed it; which, * _ 

| | L 
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ledge him, and own our Dependence 1 


1 
of Intelligence, e Wiſdom, and e- 
ſpecially Dominion. For if God governs 
not the World, it is much the ſame to us 
whether he exiſts or not: But if our Lives 
arc in his Hand; if he upholds all things 
by his Power, and exerciſes an immediate 
and abſolute Authority over all Nature, it 
is of the laſt Importance to us to know what 


Regards are due to him from ſuch Creatures 


as we are, and to behave towards him in 
ſuch a manner, as we have Ground to be- 
lieve he will approve of. 

Now when we conceive God, as a Being 
of infinite Perfection, and the Sovereign 
Lord of the Univerſe, we are naturally in- 
ſpired with Eſteem and Reverence, with a 


Deſire of his Favour, and a Dread of his 


Diſpleaſure: And to expreſs theſe Senti- 
ments and Affections by certain Actions 
directed immediately towards him, is divine 


Worſhip. 


That we ſhould in this manner acknow- 
m 


ſumed, will warrant the Expreſſion, all Mankind. And wheres 
as, the Epicureans admitted the Exiſtence of a Deity, but denied 
his Providence; yet as they likewiſe excluded him from the 
Creation of the World, and complimented their Gods with 
an indolent Exiſtence, probably to avoid the Puniſhment of 
Atheiſm FR. they have been generally held among the 
_— of the few Atheiſfs that have oppoſed this univerſal 
otion. | „ 


* 


him, ſeems to be the Voice of the whole 
World: For there ſcarce ever was a Nation, 
where Men have not ſome way or other de- 
clared their Senſe of the- Being and Provi- 
dence of God; and wherever they have been 
joined together in a common publick Inte- 
reſt, there alſo Inſtitutions of publick Worſhip 
have been eſtabliſhed: And therefore, from 
the general Conſent and Practice of all Men in 
all Ages, we may be allowed to infer, that, 
To worſhip God publickly, together with 
the Society to which we belong, is another 
Principle of natural Religion. 

Before Life and Immortality were brought 
to Light by the Son of God, publick Wor- 
ſhip conſiſted chiefly in certain myſterious 
Rites, bur eſpecially in offering Beaſts in 
Sacrifice; a Cuſtom which univerſally pre- 
vailed almoſt over the whole Earth, and 
which, by the aſtoniſhing Event of our Sa- 
viour's Sufferings, appears to have proceed- 
ed from a very important Cauſe. But he 
having by 'one Offering, perfected for e- 
ver them that are ſanttified, theſe Rites 
were aboliſhed; and a reaſonable Service, a 
pure ſpiritual Worſhip was introduced; ac- 
cording to which we are required to offer in 
Sacrifice, not the Fruit of our Bodies, Fields 
or Flocks, but the Fruit of our Lips, in 
Adoration, Prayer and Praiſe, in the Name 
; X37” of 


inſinuates ; and ſo all Nations have u 


OS 
of our great High Prieſt Feſus Chriſt, By 
him therefore, lays the Apoſtle, let us of 
fer the Sacrifice of Praiſe, &c. 


But leſt we ſhould reſt in ſuch Acts of 


Worſhip as the End, forgetting that it is a 


moſt acceptable Service, and one main De- 
ſign of our Prayers and Praiſes being en- 
Joined us, to imitate the divine Being in 
Goodnels, Love and Benevolence to Man- 
kind, it is added in the next Verſe; But to 
do good and to communicate, forget not, 
for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well plea- 


ſed. The End we ought to aim at in all 


our Addreſſes, is to raiſe our Minds to the 
Admiration, Reverence and Love of God, 
and to engage us to the Love and Practice 
of Goodnels to one another. os 
Thus the Light of Nature and Revelati- 
on equally teach us; Firſt, That God is to 
be worſhipped, and that publickly, and be- 
fore the World; for of ſuch Worſhip, it is 
evident from the Context, the Apoſtle is 
ipeaking ; beſides, that it is the Doctrine 
every where inculcated throughout the Scri- 
ptures. Secondly, That publick Worſhipis 
a Means of begetting in us ſuch Diſpoſitions 


and Virtues, as are neceſſary to the preſent 


Happineſs of Mankind: So the Apoſtle here 
nder- 


ſtood 


— — — — 
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ſtood it, as is evident from their religious 
Inſtitutions, 


There is this alſo in I Religion, ä 


confirmed both by general Practice and by 
Revelation, that, for the right Peformance 
of divine Worſhip, there muſt be an Order 
of Men, ſeparated from the common Affairs 
of Life, and conſecrated to this Service: 
Theſe amongſt all Nations have been held 
in Honour; and towards theſe the Text re- 
commends a reſpectful ſubmiſſive Behaviour. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, 
aud ſubmit your ſetves. ; 

But here it may be ſuggeſted by ſuch as 
diſown divine Revelation, That all this Mat- 
ter of publick Religion and Prieſthood has 
no other Foundation than Ignorance, Super- 
ſtition and Enthuſiaſm. ** Does not true 
„ Worſhip confiſt, they will ask, in our 

having right Notions and juſt Sentiments 
of the Being and Perfections of God, 
in ſuitable Affections of Soul towards 
„ him, and in a Courſe of Actions agree- 
able to right Reaſon? if he knows our 
e molt ſecret Thoughts and Deſires, to what 
«« Purpoſe utter Words, or perform external 
Acts of Worſhip ? And are not all Actions 
of this kind Expreſſions of our Thoughts, 
and then only neceſſary, when theſe can- 
not otherwiſe be diſcoyered? But will 

„„ 8 we. 
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uwe pretend to Sk hi who is omni- 
ſcient; or move him with our Cries, who 
Il is unchangeable? Or will he think to 
gain his Favour, as if he were an earthly 
Monarch, by flattering Speeches and ſub- 
miſſive Proſtrations? Is not Religion 
li entirely a perſonal Thing berween God 
ll and a Man's own Conſcience, in which 
ll ** the reſt of the World cannot join, and 
„have no Concern? And if all this be ſo, 
*© why the Inſtitution of Prieſts * Have 
they not in all Ages been a turbulent Set 
of Men, who have aimed at nothing but 
Power and enflaving Mankind? Nay, is 
not all external Religion an Encroach- 
ment upon natural Liberty, and deſtru- 
ctive of the Intereſts of Society? atleaſt, 
is it any further uſeful than to overawe 


the Vulgar, and make them obedient to 
Government? 


Now, in baer to theſe Queſtions, we 
ſhall endeayour to ſhew, 


| i — 4 publick Worſhip is ible in 

q | itle 

= II. That it is neceſſary to the Well-being 
of Society. And, 

. III. That there muſt be an Order of Men 

i to regulate and preſide in the Affairs of 

} | | pub lick 


„ 
publick Worſhip; to whom, upon ac- 
count of their Office, Honour and Re- 
ſpect are due. 


. Fir ſt, Tam to ſhew that publick Wor- 
— is reaſonable in itſelf; and as my Buſi- 
neſs will be chiefly with thoſe who may re- 
fuſe to ſubmit to the Authority of the ſacred 
Scriptures; I ſhall not urge it againſt them, 
but ſhall reaſon from ſuch Principles as they 
themſelves do not controvert. 

We ſhall take it for granted that Man, be- 
ing endued with Reaſon, is capable to now- 
that he is a Creature formed by an — 
powerful, wiſe and good Being, who is alſo 
the Preſerver and Governor of the Univerſe, 
and who is intimately preſent with him, and 
perfectly knows both his Thoughts and 
Temper and Actions; that his own 1 
neſs depends upon his Favour, and hi 
Miſery flows from his Diſpleaſure; and 
hence that certain Regards are due from him 
to this Being; particularly Eſteem, Reve- 
rence, Love and Gratitude, a Senſe of his 
precarious neceſſitous Condition, and of his 
abſolute Dependence upon God: All which 
lays a ſure immoyeable Foundation for pri- 
vate perſonal Worſhip. But beſides this Re- 
lation, which eyery individual ſtands in to 
his Maker, and from which reſult the Rea- 

T ſonableneſs 


eee 
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ſonableneſs and Duty of ach Worſhip; Men 

being made for Society (at leaſt Society be- 
ing neceſſary to their Well-being, and Man- 
kind accordingly being every where incor- 
porated into Bodies politic, and united to- 
gether under certain Forms of Government) 
| there ariſes from hence another Relation 
I between God and them, which eſtabliſhes a 
like Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of external 
publick Worſhip. Thus we muſt conſider 
ourſelves in this twofold Capacity, as Crea- 
tures having a Relation only to our Creator ; 
bt and likewile as connected, with our Fellow- 
it Creatures, and ſubject to the Laws of Soci- 
9 ety. In the former View, our Worſhip and 
"| our whole Behaviour is entirely a perſonal 
ji Thing between God and our own Con- 
" ſciences, in which the reſt of the World 
Ii have no Concern; in the latter, both our 
| Actions and Worſhip regard the Society of 
| which we are Members. In this Senſe, we 
| 
| 
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. are as a Family of Children, living under the 
0 Protection and Authority of a common Fa- 
[| ther; whom it becomes us to acknowledge 
and reverence by our outward Behaviour, as 
well as in private, or in our Thoughts and 
0 Sentiments: And as it would be highly ab- 
0 ſurd in a Child to imagine that he owed his 
if Parent no Regard, unleſs when they were 
it together alone; it is no lefs abſurd to — 
5 | | tnar 
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11 | 
that the only Worſhip we are to perform rg 
God, ought to be perſonal, and in ſecret 
for it is to be remembred, that we have no 
other Way of acknowledging him publickly, 
but by worſhipping him publickly. 
Further, is it not reaſonable we ſhould 
publickly do Homage to the Almighty Lord 
of the Univerſe ? We will not fay he is de- 
lighted with our —_— or that there is 
any Worth in external Actions; but may 
not a King require publick Homage from 
his Subjects, for other Purpoſes than grati- 
fying his own Vanity? May he not juſt- 
ly demand a publick Teſtimony of their Re- 
ſpect and Obedience; whereby they may 
be mutually confirmed in their Eſteem of 
him, in their Zeal for his Honour, and in 
their faithful Allegiance and Submiſſion to 
his Goyernment ? And what other publick 
Teſtimony is it poſitble for Men to give of 


their Dependence upon God, of their Love 


and Obedience, beſides publick Worſhip ? 
So that it is not only fit in itſelf we ſhould. 
join together in worſhipping the ſupreme 
Being, — likewiſe reaſonable, and of rhe 


greateſt Advantage, conſidered in its Effects 
and Conſequences. For, 


When we hear Almighty God ſolemnly 
invoked, when we ourſelves join in the In- 
vocation, does not this ſtrongly impreſs = 

| | | wit 
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with a Senſe of the divine Perfections and 
Preſence? When the Glories of his Power 
and Majeſty and Greatneſs are repreſented 
to our View, does not this raiſe our Eſteem 
and Admiration? When we run over the 
amazing Inſtances of his Goodneſs to us, 
and to the reſt of Mankind, are we not in- 
ſpired with Gratitude and Love? When we 
humbly confeſs our Sins before him, are we 
not led to hate and avoid them for the fu- 
ture? When we make Supplication to him 
for what we need, does not this teach us to 
depend upon him? And does not ſuch a 
direct and immediate Addreſs to the Divine 
Being leave an habitual Senſe upon our Minds 


of his All- ruling Providence, of his Omni- 


ſcience and Omnipreſence, of his Holineſs 


and Goodneſs? And will not ſuch a Senſe 


and Feeling of God have a good Effect upon 
our Behaviour afterwards? And being train- 


ed up from our Childhood. in ſuch Exerciſes 


of Worſhip, and the good Impreſſions we 
thereby receive, being always kept alive by 
the Returns of Devotion, when we are in- 
troduced again, as it were, into the Preſence 
of God, and our Thoughts immediately di- 
reed towards him, can we forget our De- 
pendence upon him, or the Eſteem and Re- 
verence and Love we owe him? Can we, 
thus habitually employed, forget the . 
e 


- 13 0 | 
ed Dignity of our reaſonable Nature, and that 
we live and act under his immediate Inſpe. 
G > 

And though all this may be ſaid to hold 
equally true of publick and private Worſhip, 
yet it is from the former alone we are 
taught, and kept in mind to perform the 
latter; nor could any Regard to a ſuperior 
inviſible Power be otherwiſe preſerved a- 
mong Men: For let us only ſuppoſe all pu- 
blick Worſhip is laid aſide; by what Means 
ſhall the Knowledge of God, and a Senſe 
of his Government and Providence be con- 
tinued in the World ? If true, perſonal Wor- 
ſhip conſiſts in having right Apprehenſions 
and Sentiments of his Being and Perfections, 
and in right Affections of Soul towards him, 
how ſhall theſe be acquired ? If the Fearof 
the Almighty is the ſtrongeſt Reſtraint up- 
on our wrong Paſſions, and the moſt 22 
ful Motive to a right Conduct, who ſhall in- 
culcate this Fear upon us? If this School 
of divine Knowledge were ſuppreſſed, would 
not a few Vears wear out all Senſe of Reli- 
gion from the Minds of Men, and fink 
them down into lawleſs ungovernable Sava- 

es 2 
, But if they are made to know, to contem- 
plate, imitate and obey their great Creator, 
publick Worſhip muſt be highly reaſonable, 


and 


(ns ) 
and abſolutely — as being the only 
Means of inſtructing them from their early 


Years, and of keeping them ever after in 


mind That there is a God; That he go- 


wverns the World; that he is the Author 
of all our Enjoyments; that he directs 
every Event by his juſt and wiſe Provi- 
dence; and, that he will finally reward 
or puniſh us according to our Behaviour. 
Whoever therefore believes that there is a 
God, muſt likewiſe believe that it is reaſon- 
able and neceſſary he ſhould be publickly 
worſhipped ; a Concluſion acknowledged 


by all Mankind; for wherever Society and 


Government have obtained, there alſo reli- 
gious Inſtitutions have taken place, and been 
inforced by expreſs Sanctions. | 

But perhaps it will be objeCted, That pu- 
blick Worſhip does not in reality produce 
ſuch Effects as theſe above- mentioned; and 
that the greateſt part of thoſe who duly at- 


tend upon it, do not in any meaſure live up 


to the Obligations of Religion: Bur is it 
not evident that its natural Tendency is to 
promote Religion and Virtue ? Certainly it 
does it in ſome, and if not in all, the Fault 
muſt be charged upon themſelves ; and they 
muſt be wilfully culpable. Beſides, though 
Men do not improve the Advantage of pu- 
blick Worſhip as they might and _ ro 

O; 
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do; yet without ſuch . would they 
not be far worſe than they are? Some are ſins 
cerely religious; many are kept within the 
Bounds of Decency; and the Wicked and 
Immoral are under ſome Reſtraints from their 
Conſciences, which otherwiſe they would 
not be. Few, if any, who frequent the Wor- 
ſhip of God, arrive at ſuch a Height of Im- 
piety as to be void of all Regard to the Su- 
preme Being. Thus I have endeayoured to 
prove that publick Worſhip is reaſonable in 
itſelf; and ſhall now proceed to ſhew, That 
it is neceſſary to the well-being of So- 
Czery. 5 | Fe 
II. Firſt, Without Honeſty, Juſtice and 
Veracity, there can be no ſafe Commerce or 
Intercourſe; no Truſt or Confidence among 
Men. Now we muſt be bound to the Pra- 
Ctice of theſe and the like ſocial Virtues ei- 
ther by a moral Senſe of Right and Wrong 
implanted in our Minds, like our natural Ap- 
petites; or by the Exerciſe of our Reaſon- 
ing Faculties, tracing out the Fitneſs of 
things; or by both; or by the Fear of Pu- 
niſhment and Hope of Reward. As to the 
moral Senſe, and even the Deductions of 
Reaſon ſuperadded (let them be imagined e- 
ver ſo ſtrong) they cannot of themſelves be 
a ſufficient Obligation to moral Virtues for 
Mankind in general: What they may ” in 
_ 


a few of a refined philoſophic Taſte, I ſhall 
not diſpute; but the bulk of Men neyer 
were, and never will be Philofophers. It is 


the Proſpect of the greateſt Good, and the 1 


Fear of the greateſt Evil, which alone can 
command their Paſſions, and determine their 
Actions; and this ſurely is no other than 
the Hope of the divine Favour, and the Fear 
of the Livin Diſpleafure. When Men con- 
ſider themſelves as bound to Truth, Jultice 
and Honeſty, by the Authority of that Be- 
ing, who perceives even their moſt ſecret 
Thoughts; and is able, at all Times, to in- 
flict ſevere Puniſhment upon the Tranigre& 
fors ; if any thing oblige them to their Duty, 
this will do it; and that publick Worſhip is 
the moſt effectual, rhe _ effectual Means 
of impreſſing them with theſe Regards to 
the Deity, I have already ſhewed. The 
Power of human Laws may be pretended to 
be ſufficient for the Purpoſes of Society ; but 
if People are once grown irreligious, the beſt 
Laws that ever were made will be openly 
violated, or artfully evaded. Men indeed may, 
in ſome Inſtances, be confined by external 
Force or Tertor, like wild Beaſts ; but they 
will be no longer confined than they can 
break their Chain; and no Chain made by 
mortal Hands will be ſtrong enough to hold 
them faſt. 26] 
1. The 


2. The only Security chat in many Caſes, 
can be exacted of Men for their Fidelity in 
diſcharging a Truſt, or their Integrity in de- 
claring the Truth, is the Sanction, of an 
Oath. If they are not governed by the Fear 
of God, this will be no Tie upon them ; and 
what Prejudice the want of ſuch an Obliga- 
tion would be to the Intereſts of Society, 
needs not be enlarged upon. On the other 
Hand, if the Influence of Religion prevails ; 
wherever the Solemnity of an Oath is inter- 
poſed, Honeſty, Faith, Candour, aud Sin- 
cerity will be inviolable. And not only in 
this Inſtance, but in all our Tranſactions 
with one another, a Regard to the Supreme 
Being will direct our Conduct: And if any 
thing can create and preſerve upon our Spi- 
rits ſuch Regard, it muſt be the Exerciſes of 
publick Worſhip: For the glorious Excellen- 
eies of the Perfections of God being here ſo 
frequently ſet before our Eyes; his Power 
and Providence, his Love of Right and ha- 
tred of Wrong being made ſo familiar to our 
Thoughts; it cannot but often occur to us 
in the Affairs of Life, that we are acting un- 
der his Eye, tho no doubt fact Reflexions 
will occur oftner to ſome than to others, and 
make a deeper Impreſſion, and have a better 


7 


Effect upon tlem. 3 
3. The very Acts of publick Worſhip ſerve 


Le 


| (281 
to form us to right Diſpoſitions towards our 
Fellow-creatures. For, when laying aſide 
the Diſtinctions of high and low, rich and 
poor, with united Supplications we addreſs 
our common Father, who regardeth not the 
Rich more than the Poor, and before whom 
all the Diſtinctions that ariſe from external 
Circumſtances vaniſh ; when thus proſtrated 
in the fame Condition of Abatement, Wart 
and Miſery, we are not only put in mind to 
imitate him in Juſtice, Mercy, Love and 
Benevolence, but to ſuppreſs the Swellings of 
Anger, Envy, Pride, Malice and Diſdain; 
and to cultivate the ſocial Affections of Hu- 
manity, Kindneſs and Compaſſion. 

4. It is generally owned that Atheiſm is 
inconſiſtent with the Being of Society; or, 
in other Words, that Society cannot ſubſiſt 
without Religion; becauſe there are no hu- 
man Ties ſtrong enough to hold Men toge- 
ther, and bind them to a mutual right Beha- 
viour, if they are not under the Awe of an 
inviſible ſupreme Power. But as we cannot 
diſcern the Hearts of Men, we have no other 
Way to diſcover whether they are Atheiſts 
or not, but by their worſhipping God. When 
therefore thoſe of a Society join together in 
adoring and invoking the Deity, they give 
all the Evidence and Security they poſſibly 
can give, that they acknowledge the Divine 
5 Being 
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Being and 8 a upon the Mar- 
ter, they call God to Witneſs, and plight 
their Faith to one another, that they will 
be juſt and honeſt, and faithful in their mu- 
tual Dealings. There may indeed be Hy- 
pocrites, who under this ſpecious Shew co- 
ver the Treachery of their Deſigns; but it 
is evidently not the genuine Tendency of 
Worſhip, to produce or encourage Hypocri- 
1y; for accidental Abuſes there is no Re- 
medy (2). 3 
1 B 2 And 


fa) Mr. Bayle maintains that Atheiſm is not inconſiſtent 
with the Being of 8 and that not only a Society of A- 
theiſts may ſubſiſt, but that in it all the Ends of ſocial Life 
and . may be attained: But the general Opinion of 

the World is againſt him; and the Example of all Ages is a 
ſtronger Proof than can be brought from any metaphyſical 
Arguments, that Atheiſm tends to the Ruin of Society, as will 
be ſhewn in the Sequel of this Diſcouiſe. 

Another eminent Author inſinuates, that we may ſome- 
times expect Virtue where there is no Religion, when he 
tells us, (Charatterift. Vol. 2. p. 2.) © That we haveknown 
<< People, who having the Appearance of great Zeal in Re- 
© ligion, have yet wanted the common Affections of Hu- 
5 manity, and ſhewn themſelves extremely * and 
corrupt. Others again, who have paid little — to 

Religion, and have been conſidered as meer Atheiſts, have 
<c yet been obferved to _— the Rules of — and 
act in many Caſes with fuch good Meaning and Affecłion 
towards Mankind, as might ſeem to force an Acknow- 
e ledgement of their being virtuous. And in general, we 
% find mere moral Principles of ſuch Weight, that in our 
«« Dealings with Men we are ſeldom: fatisfied by the fulleft 
« Aſſurance given us of their Zeal in Religion, till we hear 
<< ſomething further of their Character. If we are told # 
Man is religious; we ſtill ask, What are his Morals 7 But 
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And whatever be a Man's Practice, as the 
ſecret Motives of his Conduct cannot be diſ- 
covered by us; if he does not acknowledge 
God before the World, by worſhipping him. 
we muſt ſuppoſe either that he is an A- 
theiſt, or that he cannot in Conſcience wor- 
ſhip him according to that Form which ob- 
tains in his Country: Which, by the by, is 
an unanſwerable Argument for tolerating dif- 
ferent 


de jf ye hear at firſt that he has honeſt moral Principles, and 
* is a Man of natural Juſtice and good Temper, we ſeldom 
ce think of the other Queſtion, Whether he be religious and 
© devout.” Yet what is here alledged does by no means 
prove that Virtue may be found where there is no Religion. 
As to moral, virtuous Atheiſts, I preſume they are very rare, 
and a ſingle Inſtance or two proves nothing: But if we are 
told a Man has honeſt moral Principles, will we not natu- 
rally infer he believes an over-ruling Providence, though per- 
haps he makes not ſo much ſhew of Religion, and is not in 
fact ſo deyout as ſome others? But if we are told at the 
ſame time that he is an Atheiſt, we will not be forward to 
truſt his moral Principles. And as to great Zeal in Religi- 
on, when not accompanied with Humanity and Morality ; 
it muſt proceed either from groſs Ignorance, or groſs Hypo- 
criſy, neither of which belongs to Religion, nor has the 
leaſt Countenance from publick Worſhip. The moſt inhu- 
mane Cruelties have been committed even in the Chriſtian 
World, by Perſons who haye imagined, or been made be- 
lieve that they were acting in obedience to the Will of God: 
But no one dares ſay, that Chriſtianity authoriſes Cruelty, or 
any other Crime. If then the beſt Religion has been per- 
verted to the worſt Purpoſes, does this give any Ground to 
diſtinguiſh Religion from Virtue, or to Hip ſe that the for- 
mer may be where the latter is not? Surely. the Abuſe of a 
Thing can never be the Thing itſelf, And this alſo yindi- 
cates the Chriſtian Religion trom the Miſchiefs which it is 
{aid to have occaſioned in the World, if Men had been tru- 
Iy Chriſtians, ſuch Miſchiefs would never have happened. 
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ferent Modes of Worſhip : For ifthere is bur 
one uniform Method in Society, there may 
be a great Number, ſome from Principle, and 
others, taking the Adyantage of this Prin- 
Ciple, from Irrcligion, who give no Eyidence 
of their owning a God, and conſequently no 
Security for their Faith and Honeſty : And 
as the one cannot be known from the other, 
Diſtruſt, Injuſtice and Confuſion muſt enſue. 
And if penal Laws are added, the beſt and 
moſt conſcientious will be puniſhed, while 
Atheiſts are ſheltered, and Hypocrites en- 
couraged by an ealy Compliance. But if 
thoſe of the ſame Perſwaſion in religious 
Matters are allowed to worſhip God after 
that Form which they believe to be moſt 
agrecable to his Will; then all have it in 
their Power to give a publick Declaration of 
their believing in God, and the proper Aſ- 
ſurances of their Honeſty to Men. And 
therefore, thoſe who ſhew a Contempt of 
all publick Worſhip, muſt be regardleſs of 
the Intereſts of Society, which otherwiſe 
cannot be ſecured; and give too great Evi- 
dence of their being under no Impreſſions 
of a divine Providence; which is downright 
Atheiſm and of the worlt kind. 

I am far from thinking that all they who 
diſregard publick Worſhip are Arheiſts from 
Principle; but I take the Liberty to ſay, 
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they are Atheiſts to Society, and their Ex- 
ample produces all the miſchievous Effects, 
which the rankeſt Atheiſm can be ſuppoſed 
to do. It is of no Moment whether one 
belieyes there is a God or not, if he does 
not acknowledge him in his Actions. A- 
theiſtical Principles are yented, at worſt, on- 
ly in a Corner among a ſelect Number of 
Friends; nor was any confiderable Harm 
eyer done to Society this Way : But when 
publick Worſhip is deſpiſed, eſpecially by 
fuch as are in 6 the Conta- 
gion is ſure to ſpread. Such Force has Ex- 
ample; and ſuch is our Propenſity to Imi- 
tation, that the Actions of a Superior will 
have infinitely greater Weight than all the 
Arguments he can uſe to determine us. 
And therefore, as it is againſt the Intereſt 
of Society to lay Reſtraints upon Mens Con- 
ſciences in their Manner of worſhipping 
God; it is much more fo, to ſuffer them in 
Society who worſhip no God at all, when 
ſuch Neglect is known to proceed, not from 
any Scruple of Conſcience, but from Irre- 
ligion. Accordingly, in every civilized Na- 
tion, Atheiſts have been extirpated, as Ene- 
mies to Mankind, not becauſe they disbe- 
lieved the Being of God (for that is an Ack 
of the Mind, in which Men are not concern- 
ed) but leſt the Society ſhould be infected 
IS : with 
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with Atheiſm; and 25 the Ties ofRe- 
ligion, by which Men are held together, and 
prevented from being hurtful to one ano- 
ther, ſhould be diſſolved. And if no Indul- 
gence ought to be given to ſuch as diſown 
all publick Worſhip, is there not the ſame 
Reaſon that they ſhould ſuffer in proportion, 

who by a frequent Neglect of it, or an irre- 
yerent Behaviour when preſent, ſet a publick 
Example of Irreligion and Atheiſm ? This is 
an Event which they themſelves would cer- 
tainly not be fond of (for even an Atheiſt 
would not chuſe to live among Atheiſts) and 
yet ſuch Perſons are fatally inſtrumental in 
promoting it (4). 
 Laſily, There is this ſingular Advantage 
ariſing to Society from the publick Worſhip 
of Chriſtians, that, at the lame time the 
meet together for worſhipping God, all the 
Duties they owe to him, and to one ano- 


(a) If publick Worſhip is a Duty which we owe to God, 
and to Society, it muſt bind at all ſuch Times as are ſet a- 
part for the Performance of it, unleſs where want of Health, 
or ſome other inſuperable Difficulty lies in the way : For it 
it is in our option, when to perform, and when to neglect 
it, it cannot be a Duty; it cannot be a Law, but a thing in- 
- different. Nor can it in apy Propriety of Speech be called 

Perſecution, that all Men without Exception, and under pro- 
per Penalties, ſhould be obliged to a punctual Attendance 
upon the Worſhip of God, while no particular Form is im- 
poſed upon them. Every Society mult have a Right to pre- 
ſerve itſelf, and to prevent and puniſh ſuch Crimes as are 
deſtructive to its being, 
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ther, are inculcated upon them, and moſt 
ſtrictly enjoined, under rhe Pain of his eter- 
nal Diſpleaſure; ſuch as Subjection to Magi- 
ſtrates, Honour to Superiors, Honeſty, Ju- 
ſtice and Sincerity in all our Dealings; Af. 
fability, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Forgiveneſs 
of Injuries, Proviſion for the Poor, and the 
like. Nay, the Diſpoſition of the Heart, the 
Temper and Affections, which human Laws 
can never reach, are here taken into Con- 
ſideration, and as expreſly brought under 
Rule as publick Actions: And in an eſpe- 
cial Manner, Love, Benevolence, Pity and 
Compaſſion, which are the Source and Foun- 
dation of ſocial Happineſs, are recommend- 
ed as indiſpenſibly neceſſary, and the pro- 
per Principles by which our Behaviour to 
others ought to be directed. 55 

I think none will deny that Mankind 
would be happy indeed, if theſe divine Laws 
were univerſally obeyed; the only Motive 
that can inforce Obedience to them, is a Re- 
gard to God, the only Means of impreſſing 
their Minds with ſuch Regard, is publick 
Worſhip. | N 

This is ſo unqueſtionably true, that if we 
take a View of the Hiſtory of the World, 
we ſhall find that States and Empires have 
always flouriſhed while publick Worſhip 
Was maintained with due Reverence, _ 

ave 


( 25 } 
have been brought to Ruin by Irreligion as 


- 


lone. This we are expreſly told was the 
immediate and ſole Occaſion of the Gran- 
deur and Deſtruction of the Few:ſh State 
(a). So it happened to the Eg yptians, the 
wiſeſt and moſt learned Nation among the 
Ancients (6). And ſo it happened * the 

ere 


(a) The Hiſtory of the Jews in the ſacred Scriptuxes is 4 
Hiſtory of the immediate all-governing Providence of God, 
and eyery where preſents to us this Obſeryation, That Men 
are nappy or miſerable, as they worſhip and ſerve, or ne- 
glect and diſobey the Almighty. Nor is any antient Book 
in the World to be compared with the o1d Teſtament for 
Credibility, ſince it is no other than the yery publick Re- 
cords of a Nation. 


* * 


(5) The Egyptians were the firſt that we know of, wha 

underſtood the Rules of Gavernment; and they ſeem to haye 
brought Arts and Sciences, and eſpecially ciyil Policy, to as 
po Perfection as they have eyer arrived at. ſince. The 
Excellency of their Laws, and the Reverence with which 
they were obeyed, is ſcarce credible: The Number and Po- 
pulouſneſs of their Cities is aſtoniſhing : Their ſtupenduous 
Works, both for Uſe and Ornament, have never been e- 

ualled to this Day, and their Ruins are ſtill the Wonder of 
the World. What regard was paid to publick Worſhip by 
that wiſe People, may appear Com this one Inſtance, Taat 
their Kings were rie every Morning, with all the Nobi- 
* and great Men about Court, to repair to the Temple, 
where Sacrifices and Prayers were offered up by the Prieſt, 
and 2 Lectures were read out of their ſacred Books. 
It is eaſy to judge how univerſal the Influence of ſuch Au- 
thority would be, fram which eyen the King himſelf was not. 
exempted; with what Reverence publick Worſhip would be 
received by the People; and how deep the Senſe of Religi- 
on would be upon their Minds. The happy Effects of 
which were, that they lived (as is ſaid) above twelve hun- 
dred Years in Peace, good Order and Proſperity ; till the 
Ambition of one of their Kings [ Seſoſtris] gave them the Do- 
| f mummy 
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Perſians (a). Upon the Foundation of pu- 
blick Religion, both theſe Kingdoms ſtood 
firm and proſperous for many Ages, till the 
Neglect of it introduced Luxury, Effemina- 
cy and Impiety, which rendred the firſt an 
eaſy Prey to the other; and that as caly a 
Conqueſt to the Grec:ans. Under thele, 
ſeveral great Kingdoms ſprang up, which ap- 
_ ſuddenly like fiery Meteors, and as 
uddenly evaniſhed ; and a great Part of the 
World continued for a long Time a deplo- 
rable Scene of Blood and Maſlacre: And no 
Wonder, for Religion was in thoſe Days 
utterly loſt, and Impiety and Wickedneſs 
ruled without Controul. 
But we ſhall {ce this Truth in its full Light, 


minion of the World; and then publick Worſhip came to 


be neglected, and degenerated into a moſt ridiculous Super- 
ſition; foreign Conqueſts brought home foreign Vices ; Di- 
viſions and civil Wars brake out amongſt them, till at laſt 
they were (without Difficulty) enſlaved by the Perſians. Vid. 
Herodot. I. 2. Diodor. Sicul. I. 2. S. 2, 

(a) Cyrus, the Founder of the Perſian Empire, was no leſs e- 
minent for Religion and Piety, than for military Exploits; 


And in ſettling his new erected Kingdom, his chief Care 


was to eſtabliſh the Worſhip of the Deity, and an awful Re- 
gard to divine Proyidence. (Vid. Xenophon. Cyroped, I. 1, 
4, 8, Cc.) and to this it is plainly owing that that yaſt Em- 
pire, raiſed all at once, took Root immediately, and conti- 
nued firm and united for many Ages (which has no where 
elſe ever happened to ſudden Conqueſts, ſuch as theſe of 
Seſoftris, Alexander, Tamerlane, &c.) till at laſt overwhelm- 
ed with Impiety and its Offspring Luxury, and thereby ripe 
for Deſtruction, it was = aw by a Handiul of Grecians. 
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in the Inſtance of the e Empire. Ne- 
ver was there a State in which the Inſtituti- 
ons of Worſhip were more ſolemnly and 
ſtrictly enjointd, nor more religiouſly obſer- 
ved; never was Religion in higher Eſteem ; 
their publick and private Actions, their Af. 
fairs of Peace and War; every thing they 
undertook was ſanctified, as it were, Ty an 
Act of Worſhip (a), Even their Magiſtrates, 
in their Speeches to the People, always be- 
gan with folemn Prayer (b). And it is al- 
moſt incredible what a happy Influence this 
Regard to Religion had upon them. The 
Belief of a divine Providence, and a Reve- 
rence of the Deity, were to them in place 
of all other Laws: What they were once 

erſwaded was acceptable to him, hat no 

anger or Terror could hinder them to per- 
form; and, on the other Hand, no Perſwa- 
ſion nor Threats could induce them to do 
a Thing which they thought he diſapproved 
of. An Inſtance of Perjury is ſcarce to be 
found in their Hiſtory (c); and but few of 
Prevarication; and theſe ſuch as, amongſt 
us, would perhaps be thought innocent, but 
were held by them as impious and deteſtable. 


(a) Liv. I. 1. 4, 5. paſſim. 

/ (6) Liv. I. 39. Set. 15. 
(c) Polyb. Hiſtor. J. 6. 

5 But 
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But I need not enlarge upon Particulars ; it 
is well known how religious a People they 
were, and how proſperous while they con- 
tinued ſo, But by degrees Religion became 
contemptible ; publick Worſhip began to be 
neglected, and at laſt to be ridiculed, eſpe- 
cially by the great Men (for Irreligion for 
the moſt Part begins at them;) and then all 
Manner of Vice brake in amongſt them: 
That glorious Love of the Publick, to which 
ſo many of their brave Men had facrificed 
their Lives, gave Way to a contracted ſel- 
fiſh Spirit; and they were reckoned Fools 
amongſt them, as they are now amongſt us, 
* any diſintereſted Concern for 
their Country. Even Atheiſm itſelf became 
faſhionable; and in the end Liberty fell a 
Sacrifice to Impicty. After this we have a 
mournful Proſpect of a State without Religi- 
on, a State of lawleſs Power, of wanton 
mercileſs Cruelty, on the one Hand; of the 
moſt abje& Slavery on the other; and of 
deteſtable Wickedneſs, on both. And tho” 
it maintained for ſome time an outward Shew 
of its former Greatneſs, yet its Foundations 
were ſapped; Religion being rhrown out, 
the — of it was gone; and nothing re- 
mained but a dead Carcaſe, which, though 
it did not immediately putrify, yet was gra- 


dually 


dually corrupting, 'till — lf it fell in Pieces; | 
and mouldered into Duſt. | 
So true it is what an Author, who had 
carefully ſtudied the Nature of Govern- 
ment, and who was never ſuſpected of En- 
thuſiaſm, ſays upon this Subject, The Hap- 
pimeſs of the Romans was principally ow- 
ing to the Religion eſtabliſhed by their | 
firſt Kings. — For as the Obſervance of | i 
divine Worſhip is the chief Cauſe of the [ 
Greatneſs of States, ſo the Contempt of 
it brings them to Ruin; for where the 
Fear of God is wanting, a Kingdom can- 
not be ſupported (a). And the fame Au- 
thor tells us, T hat Princes aud States who 
would preſerve themſelves, ought above 
all things to maintain what belongs to 
Religion in the higheſt Veneration ; for 
there cannot bea greater Sign of the Ruin 
of a State, than to ſee 1 Worſhip 
de ſpi ſed. Thoſe therefore who are in 
Power, ſhould take Care to keep publick 
Religion inviolable; and this being done, 
it will be eaſy for them to keep the People 
religious, and conſequently virtuous and 
united. And with reſpect to his own Coun- 
try, he ſays, That by the ill Example of 
the Court of Rome, this Province bl 
i „ yy 
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| {a) Machiavil. Diſcorſ. ſopra Liv. cap. 11] 
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Jaft all Devotion and . which 
draws after it numberleſs Inconvenien- 
eres and Diſorders; becauſe, where Re- 
ligion is, there you may expect every Vir- 
tue, and where it is not, you may be ſure 
of the contrary (a). 

am ſenſible that what I have ſaid upon 
this Head is ſomewhat uncommon in a Diſ- 
courſe from the Pulpit; but as I undertook 
to prove that the Happineſs of Society de- 
pends upon the Regard that is ſhewn to 
publick Worſhip ; and as abſtract Reaſoning 
is not underſtood by ſome, and is evaded 
by others; I thought the moſt direct and 
convincing Proof would be an Appeal to 
Facts and Authorities: And from theſe Hints 
I have given, nay from the whole Hiſtory 
of Mankind, it will appear that a Society 
cannot ſubſiſt, where the Worſhip of God 
comes to be neglected (5), and that our In- 


U 


(a) Machiavil. Diſcorſ. ſopra Liv. cap. 12. . 

(6) It is commonly ſaid that Luxury and Corruption are 
the principal Cauſes of the Ruin of States ; but upon a near- 
er View, it will be found that Irreligion is the Cauſe of 
Luxury and Corruption; and that the only Defence againſt 
them, is a ſtrict Regard to publick Religion. While that is 
preſerved, the Way to theſe Vices is blocked up: The 
Minds of Men are fortified againſt them; and it is not un- 
til they are once admitted, that they come to have a baneful 
Influence upon Religion, ſo as in their Turn to promote a 
Contempt of it. 
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tereſts and Liberties, our Happineſs and 
Safety immediately depend upon it (2). 
III. It remains now, in the Fhird Place, that 
we enquire, hat Regard is due to them 
who miniſter in the ſacred Office. | 
But I am aware, that they who would be 
thought more wife than the reſt of Mankind, 
will reckon it great Weakneſs or great Ar- 
rogance to undertake the Defence of a Set 
of Men, who are now every where ſpoken 
againſt. The World is ſo ſtrangely changed 
within this laft Age, that that Character which 
has eyer been held ſacred and venerable, is 
at laſt become the Object of Hatred and 
Scorn. The Prieſts are repreſented as a 
Nuiſance to Society, ſpiritual Tyrants, lord- 
ing it over the Conſciences of Men, and a- 
ctuated by nothing but Pride and Luſt of 
Power; and hence Prieſtcraft, prieſtiy 
Pride and Power, and ſuch elegant Terms 
of Reproach, are thought ſufficient Anſwers 
to the moſt ſolid Reaſons in Defence of Re- 
ligion. Nay, they have again and again been 
brought upon the very Stage, and employed 


(4) It will be difficult to find any one Inſtance of a Stats 
devoted to the Worſhip of God, and relying upon his Pro- 
vidence, that has tamely ſubmitted to a foreign Conqueror, 
or to domeſtick Ambition : And it will be as difficult to find 
a State once grown irreligious and corrupt, that has for any 
long Time preſerved itlelt free. | 
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to furniſh out the moſt ludicrous Scenes in 
our dramatic Entertainment. 
No doubt there have been bad and weak 
Men in the Prieſthood, as well as among other 
Orders; and it is a Pity the Vices of fuck 
ſhould. not be puniſhed with exemplary Se- 
verity : But is it juſt; for the Faults of par- 
ticular Perſons, to throw Contempt upon the 
Whole, and even upon the Office itſelf? Is 
Magiſtracy contemptible, becauſe there have 
been wicked and fooliſh Magiſtrates ? But 
am not to contend for their Power, nor 
even to inſiſt upon that Obedience, which 
the Apoſtle in the Text enjoyns: All I de- 
ſigh is to ſhew that this Order, as it is both 
venerable in itſelf, and abſolutely neceſſary 
in Society, deſerves Honour and Reſpect. 

And here again I own, it does not become 
us, either in Prudence or Duty, to ſeek 
Honour from Men; but as publick Worſhip 
neceſlarily ſuppoſes ſome to regulate and pre- 
fide in it, and if theſe are deſpiſed, Worſhip 
cannot be honoured, nor haye any good 
Effect upon the Worſhippers; for theſe 
Reaſons, if we would reſcue the one from 
Contempt, we muſt reſcue the other alſo ; 
for they are every way inſeparable. 

If we allow publick Worſhip to be reaſon- 
able in itſelf, and neceſſary for the Good of 
Society, (as I have endeavoured to prove it 
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to be) we ought likewiſe 4 allow that there 
muſt be an Order of Men intruſted with the 
Direction and Management of it: The for- 
mer as neceſſarily infers the latter, as an A- 
ction does an Agent: And we may as well 
ſuppoſe that Government and the Laws can 
be maintained without Magiſtrates, as that 
publick Worſhip can be performed without 
Prieſts. This therefore being ſelf- evident, 
we ſhall not further inſiſt upon it. 
Now, as their chief Buſineſs is to offer up 
the ſpiritual Sacrifice of Praiſe and Prayer for 
the People, and in their Name, thus preſent- ö 
ing, as it were, their Addreſſes to Almighty | 
God, one ſhould think that this Employmens 
of all others, is the fartheſt from heing in itfelf 
contemptible. I will not mention the ho- 
nourable Names which: upon this Account 
have been given them, becauſe the World is 
not now diſpoſed to allow them Titles of 
| Reſpect; only I may be allowed to inſinu- | 
ate, that if thoſe who ſerve in a Prince's | 
Houſhold, and about his Perſon, derive Ho- | 
nour from their Station, and are deſpiſed by ; 
none who have a Regard. for their Maſter, 
they who are employed in facred Things 
ought to be conſidered by all who have a 
due Reverence for the Supreme Being,. as 
more immediately belonging to him: And 
it cangot well be — how they * 
Ot b 
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be deſpiſed by any, unleſs 
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97 ſuch as have a 
ſecret Averſion to the Work in which they 
are employed, or to him whom they ſerve. 
And if we conſider them as neceſſary for 
the Good of Society (and ſurely they are as 
neceſſary as publick Worſhip itſelf) hat 
ſhould oblige us to trcat them with Honour 


and Eſteem. If they are appointed to in- 


ſtruck Men in their Duty to God and to 
one another; and if it is neceſſary they 

thould be ſo inſtructed ; will not this End be 
wholly defeated, if they are once rendred 


contemptible? The beſt things ſaid, the 


wiſeſt Admonitions given, by one whom we 
deſpiſe, will not be much regarded: It is the 
Opinion and Eſteem we have of the Perſon, 
that gives Weight to Advice; and the Ge- 


nerality, at leaſt, will ſcarce hear with Pa- 


tience what they are taught by him whom 
they contemn. If therefore they who ſerve 
at the Altar are vile in our Eyes, the Altar 
itſelf will ſoon become deſpicable. But there 
is too much Ground to ſuſpect, that the 
Spite which is ſhewn againſt the ſacred Cha- 
racter, ariſes from a Contempt of the Office; 
and that Prieſts are hated, becauſe publick 
Worſhip is firſt diſliked. NC 

As to their enſlaving the Conſciences of 
Men, it is not denied that ſome of them have 


attempted it, that they have ſhamefully cor- 


: rupted 


rupted the Chriſtian Rebellion and erected 
a temporal and tyrannical Dominion upon 
ſpiritual Pretences. But as theſe Kingdoms 
are happily and entirely delivered from that 
Yoke of Bondage, and no Authority is 
claimed over the Conſcience, it is altogether 
unfair to charge the Crimes of a particular 
Party upon thoſe who abhor them, and up- 
on all Occaſions have declared and exerted 
themſelves againſt them. And is not every 
Perſon amongſt us provided with a divine 
Standard, according to which he is allowed 
to meaſure their Conduct; and is any De- 
ference required to their Deeds, but in as far 
as they agree with that unerring Rule? 
Judges are every where Interpreters of the 
Laws, and to their Interpretations we muſt 
ſubmit; but no ſuch Power is pretended to 
by the Interpreters of the ſacred Oracles ; 
they appeal to every Man's Reaſon and leave 
his Conſcience to determine him. There 
cannot therefore be a Charge more ground- 
leſs than that of enſlaying Mens Conſciences; 
nor cantherebe a more unjuſt Inference than 
that, becauſe the .Romiſh Prieſts perverted 
Religion to ſerve the Purpoſes of their Am- 
bition, therefore: all Prieſts ought to be de- 
teſted. Would not this be the ſame thing as 
to declare againſt all Government, becauſe 
ſome Governments have been tyrannical 7, 


N 
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But as thoſe who thew the greateſt Z cal 
in reviling the Chriſtian Prieſthood, pretend 
to be great Admirers of the Cuſtoms and 
Conſtitutions of the Ancients, we ſhall wil- 
lingly join Iſſue with them upon this Que- 
ftion; for it is an undeniable Fact, that in 
almoſt all ancient Governments, publick Re- 
ligion, and a publick Spirit, Irreligion and 
Selfiſhneſs, a Reverence for things ſacred and 
Liberty, a Contempt of things facred and 
Slavery went hand in hand. And as to 
the Prieſts; we are told, that amongſt the 
Egyptians, in the moſt early Times, they 
were Judges and Magiſtrates (2); that Kings 
both there, and generally in other Countries 
alſo, were choſen out of their Number; or 
if not, they were conſecrated into the prieſt- 
ly Office before they aſcended the Throne 
(5). And there was a kind of Neceſſity for 
this Circumſtance, the Prieſts being the high- 
eſt Order of Nobility. In the moſt ancient 
Authors we find Kings and Generals offer 
ing publick Sacrifices, and performing other 
Functions of the Prieſthood : And to affront 
or inſult a Prieſt, was reckoned one of the 
higheſt Acts of Impiety (c). Among the 

| all» 
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ancient Britous and Gauls, in like Man- 
ner, the Prieſts were the firſt in rank of 
Nobility ; they were Judges of all Contro- 
verſies; they appointed Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, and their Decrees in all Cafes 
were final (2). If we look to the Roman 
Conſtitution, we ſhall ſee fome Parts of the 
Prieſts Office were always performed by their 
Kings; that the Prieſts were choſen from 
amongſt the Nobility ; and the whole Order 
enjoyed particular Honours and Privileges, 
ſome of which extended even to their Fami- 
lies (6). — RS. 

None, I hope, will take Exception at 
theſe Inſtances of Reſpect, which I have no- 
ticed to have been ſhewn to Prieſts in for- 
mer Ages: I mention only Facts, and with 
no other View, than that the Enemies of 
the Goſpel, who pay ſo much Deference to 
the Wiſdom of the Heathens, may ſee, that 
in the beſt and moſt free Governments a- 
mong them, the Prieſthood was an Office 
of very high Honour: And all I would in- 


eſteemed by the Ancients, may be judged from this, That 
the Plague, and all the Misfortunes which happened to the 
Grecians in the Trojan Expedition through their Diſſentions, 
are ſaid to have been inflicted upon them as a Puniſnment 
for an Affront offered to the Prieſt of Apollo. Vid. Homer. 
ia. . 8 | „ 
(a) Ceſar de bello Gall. I. 6. 
(6) Liv. I. 1. Aul. Gell. 
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fer from jt is, That in ED to preſcrve a 
due regard for divine Worſhip, thoſe who in 
a peculiar manner are concern'd in it, ought 
to be had in Eſteem: So the Nature of the 


Thing requires; and fo the wiſeſt Nations 


have always done. 


* E * 


Neither have I given any Ground to ſu- 


ſec that J have recommended publick Wor- 
1h 


ip only as Matter of good Policy: I have 
ſhewn it to be reaſonable in itſelf, and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, as we are rational account- 
able Beings; and whereas I have inſiſted up- 


on the temporal Adyantages that flow from 
it. my Reaſon was, that as thoſe who ſhew 


the greateſt Diſregard to it, may be ſuppo- 


ſed to be moſt affected by what concerns 
their preſent Intereſts, ſo it was judged 
the moſt likely Way to gain upon them, to 
repreſent it in this Light alſo, and to endea- 
Your to conyince them, that their Conduct 
is deſtructive of every thing they themſelves 
Hold moſt valuable. It is no Objection a- 


gainſt the Truth of Religion, but rather a 
very ſtrong Argument for it, that it contri- 


butes to n Happineſs of Mankind, 
and is neceſſary to the Well-being of Socie- 
ty; for ſo do Honeſty, Juſtice, Truth and 


Gratitude: And as theſe Virtues were not 


invented by Stateſmen, but are founded in 
dhe Nature and unchangeable Relat 


ions of | 
things : 


en {39 ) ES 
things; ſo publick Worſhip, as itſeryes the 
lame Ends is alſo derived from the ſame Ori- 
ginal. gn DO 
And this again may ſerve to prevent a- 
nother Suſpicion, That I have placed the 
Chriſtian Revelation upon the fame Footing 
with the Religion of Heathens : But my Sub- 
Ject did not lead me to ſpeak of true or falſe 
Religions, but of publick Religion, or pu- 
blick Worſhip in general, as founded upon 
the Belief of a ſuperior inviſible Power, who 
governs the World, in which all Religions 
agree: The Neceſſity of which Worſhip be- 
ing eſtabliſhed, let the greateſt Enemies of 
Chriſtianity determine, if any Form ever 
known amongſt Men, is to be compared 
with that which the New Teſtament pre- 
ſcribes; and if upon this very account it 
does not claim our Regard as a Revelation 
from Heaven. Let its internal Marks be 
examined; let it be tried by the ſevereſt 
Rules; only let it be tried without Pre- 
judice (which indeed the moſt part Who en- 
gage in this Enquiry, ſeem not to be free 
from) and it will be found to be a Religion 
every Way worthy of God, and moſt won- 
derfully ſuited to the Circumſtances and Ne- 
ceſſities of Mankind: Nay further, That all 
the Knowledge we have of the true God, 
- Which we accuſtom ourſelves to boaſt of as 
aca 18 Thi? natural 
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natural Notions, are really derived from the 
Scriptures, and no where to be met with, 
except in the ſe, or in the Writings of ſuch 


as are known to have copied from them. 


And, with reſpect to the external Evi- 
dence; this one Circumſtance is unan{wer- 
able, That whereas it now prevails in many 
Places of the Earth; by the concurring Te- 
ſtimony of all Hiſtories, it muſt have had 
a Beginning much about the Time aſſigned 
for it in the ſacred Records: And as its 
keeneſt Adverſaries are not able to produce 
any Account, or give any plauſible Reaſon 
of its Riſe and Progreſs, different from what is 
contained in the New Teſtament, does it not 
follow by all the Rules of right Reaſoning, 
that that Account muſt be true, authentic and 
genuine? To ſay, that if ancient Books and 
Hiſtories had not been loſt, the Falſhood of 
it might have appeared, is no more than ſim- 
ply to aſſert a bare Poſſibility of its being 
Falſe : But all external Evidence in things of 
this Nature being founded only in Probabi- 


ity, and not in Demonſtration, a high De- 
gree of probable Evidence is not in the leaſt 


invalidated by a Poſſibility to the contrary. 
But Time will not allow to inſiſt further up- 
on this Argument. | . 
Upon the whole then, they who have a- 
ny Value for their immortal Souls, who 
| would 


ä 
would not chuſe to live and die like Beaſts; 
without Religion, without any Hape of a 
future Life; they who have any Fear of Al- 
mighty God, or any Senſe of Gratitude for 
the Bleſſings they have enjoyed, or may yer 
expect; they who have any Compaſſion for 
their Fellow-creatures, who would not be 
acceſſory to their eternal Ruin, cannot but 
reckon divine Worſhip one of the moſt ſo- 
lemn and -moſt indiſpenſible of all Duties, 
and the Contempt of it impious to the laſt 
Degree. And if the Happineſs of Society 
depend upon the religious Obſervance of it, 
every one who wiſhes well to Society ought 
to contribute his utmoſt Endeayours to have 
it maintain'd with all poſſible Reverence, 
and conſequently to ſhew that Reſpect to 
thoſe who are employed in divine Things, 
| which is neceſlary to preſerve a Veneration 
for theſe Things. If Kingdoms and States 
have been moſt proſperous, happy and free, 
while Worſhip was July reverenced; if De- 
pravity of Morals, Luxury, Avarice, Cor- 
ruption and other Vices break in only when 
it comes to be neglected; if publick Religi- 
on is the beſt Fence, the only Security of 
publick Liberty; if they who have attempt- 
ed to rob Mankind of this ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſing, have for the moſt Part begun with de- 
HE ſacred things, removing the 
: of 
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of Religion, and 8 by their Ex- 
ample and otherwiſe, the Principles and Man- 
ners of Men; we may conclude, that where- 
ever publick Worſhip, and thoſe of a ſacred 
Character are brought into Contempt, that 
State is tending to Ruin: For, as this has 
always been the Gradation from Proſperity 
and Liberty, to Miſery and Slavery, we may 
be confident it always will be ſo. | 
And if thoſe who are eminent in Society, 
eſpecially they who act in a publick Chara- 
Eter, are ſeen to deſpiſe the Worſhip of God, 
we may be aſſured that they are not only 
void of Religion, but likewiſe that they are 
either ignorant of the true Arts of Govern- 
ment, or have no Regard for the Society, 
or have a Deſign to bring it into Slayery. 
'The World, as I obſerved before, have al- 
ways been led by the Example of the Great; 
it may indeed be ſometime before Irreligion 
deſcend from the higher to the lower Ranks ; 
but if it once take Place among the former, 
it will certainly reach the latter at laſt: And 
then all the Ties that can hold Men together 
are broken; the Society muſt be diſſolved, and 
fall a Prey to the firſt Invader, or to the 
Ambition of ſome of its own Members. 

The greateſt and wiſeſt Men in former 
Times, were moſt eminent for Piety ; they 
ſer glorious Examples before their Inferiors 
PAY 8 of 
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of Devotion, and a ſtrict ed to every 
Thing that was holy; and hence Religion 
and Virtue prevailed among the People; 
and Peace, good Order and Proſperity were 
the happy Effects. They therefore who 
act a contrary Part, and countenance a Diſ- 
regard to ſacred Things (whatever they them- 
{elves may deſign) are Enemies to their Coun- 
ry, Betrayers of publick Liberry, Abbettors 
of Impiety and Immorality, and, as far as 
their Influence extends, promote univerſal 
Confuſion and Deſolation (a). | 
It is but a poor Comfort that the Ruin of 
of a State comes on but by ſlow Degrees; 
and therefore we may in the mean while 
indulge our own Inclinations : Such Evils, 
if they ſhould happen at all, will not pro- 
bably fall out till long after our Time.“ 
Bur this is depending too much on Uncer- 
tainty; the fatal Period may arrive ſoon- 
er than we imagine: And tho it ſhould not, 
does it give us no Pain to think that we are 
helping forward the Ruin of our Country, 
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(a) If we ſhou'd even ſuppoſe (which can ſcarce be nam- 
ed without Horror) that publick Religion is uſeful only for 
keeping the People in Aw, and making them obedient to 
Government, yet will this End be anſwered, it Men of 
Character and Power deſpiſe it? Will not the People ſoon 
learn to follow their Example, and throw off the Reſtraints 
of Religion? Thoſe therefore who own that itis a neceflary 
Engine of State, and yet take Pains to mar and ruine this En- 
o 


eine, ack a very abſurd and comcadiftory Part. 


and 


and entailing Miſery and levee upon our 
Poſterity, when we ought to have done all 
in our Power to prevent it, when we might 
perhaps haye prevented it. 

I ſhall add only one other Conſideration 
of the ſame Nature, but of a more imme- 
diate Influence. If a Perſon, who is a Fa- 
ther or Maſter of a Family, ſhews a Con- 
tempt of publick Worſhip, perhaps not from 


any ill Principle, but merely from Indolence, 


or becaule it is faſhionable ; yet, will not his 
Children and Servants obſerve it? And will 


they not thereby learn Impiety and Im- 
morality? He may ſay, he will inſtruct 


them to the contrary : But what will his 
Inſtructions avail, when they are contradi- 
cted by his own Practice? Is not this the 
direct Way to train up his Children to a 
Contempt of Religion, and to teach his Ser- 
vants to be unfaithful and dishoneſt to him? 
For what elſe can be expected from them, 
wa * ſuch a pernicious Example in their 

Eye! 
- 7 am loth to make any particular Appli- 
cation; but it is in vain to diſſemble: If like 
Cauſes produce like Effects, there is too 
much Ground to dread the Conſequence of 
the Manners of this Age. Every thing that 
is ſacred is deſpiſed and turned into Ridicule : 
Our holy Religion, though in every Part o 
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it the Marks of its Ae Original are con- 
ſpicuous, is inſulted r and with Im- 
punity : Publick Worſhip, the Source of 
Religion, and the Bond and Cement of So- 
ciety, is ſhamefully deſerted and contemned ; 
ſome diſdain to be preſent when it is per- 
formed, or are preſent only as it ſuits their 
Humour, as if it were a thing altogether in- 
different: Others, by an unbecoming Beha- 
viour, ſeem to take a Pride in ſhewing to 
the World that they have nothing leſs in 
their Thoughts than to worſhip their Ma- 
ker. The boly Sabbath, 2 wiſely in- 
ſtituted for the Purpoſes of Devotion, is 
vilely and audaciouſſy profaned by all man- 
ner of Abuſe. And all this Irreligion a- 
bounds chiefly among ſuch, whoſe Example 
has the moſt extenfive Influence; at leaſt it 
flowed from them at firſt; and a Vanity of 
being in the Faſhion, has carried away Mul- 
titudes, who can give no other Reaſon for 
ſlighting publick Worſhip, but becauſe polite 
People do the fame. Thus has a Contempt 
of Religion, and hence Immoralities of e- 
very kind, infected all Conditions of Men. 
For what can curb our Paſſions when Re- 
ligion is removed? And what will not 
Men do, when they have ſhaken off the 
Fear of God? = WE 
Indeed it is not to be much wondered 05 
that 


LE) 
that they who have caſt off all other Re- 
gards to God and Man, ſhould make light 
of divine Worſhip ; but that Chriſtians ſhould 
at any Time, unleſs upon the moſt urgent 
Neceſlity, abſent themſelves from Chriſtian 
Worſhip, is altogether aſtoniſhing: For as 
Worſhip in general is really a Teſt of one's 
believing an all-ruling, Providence, Chriſtian 
Worſhip is much more ſo of one's believing 
the Gok el: And therefore it is natural to 
think that thoſe who negle&t it, are tru- 
ly Unbelievers, and have denied the Lord 
that bought them. Ar leaſt, if they have 
not rejected the Principles of Religion in 

Speculation, they have renounced them in 
Practice, are headleſly carried down the 
Stream of Atheiſm; and though perhaps they 
intend it not, yet in Fact they join with A- 
theiſts and Infidels to extirpate that Religi- 
on by which they pretend to hope for eter- 
nal Life: So that they are extreamly incon- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, as their Behaviour 
evidently gives the Lie to their Faith. 

And now, my Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, ſince we live in theſe melancholy 
Times, when an impious D iſregard is ayow- 
ed, not only to revealed, but even to natu- 
tural Religion; whereby both the preſent, 
and, what is far more lamentable, * eter⸗ 
nal Intereſts of Men are in the utmoſt Dan- 


ger 
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ger, it is no Time for us 2 be unconcerns 
ed, or to be contending againſt Secs and 
Parties of Chriſtians: Ir is high Time for all 
who have any Concern for the Salvation of 
Souls, to beſtir themſelves, and unite againſt 
the moſt dreadful of all Enemies (compar- 
ed to which, even Popery itſelf is an inno- 
cent Thing) that attacks us with impudent 
Boldneſs, while we have few to ſtand by us; 
and it is too much to be ſuſpected, . that our 
own Diviſions have in part occaſioned, and 
certainly have greatly increaſed this Evil: 
And while we have been hating and diſtreſ- 
ſing one another, we have contributed to 
that Contempt which is faln upon the 
whole. | — 3 
It is far aboye my Capacity to think of 
an effectual Remedy, or how this Torrent 
of Impiety may be beſt ſtopped : But ſurel 

every one of us is bound to uſe all poſſible 
Endeavours to bring Men back to the Know- 
ledge and Fear of the great God, and to a 
facred Regard to his Worſhip. But all our 
Efforts will be in vain, unleſs our own Con- 
duct is fuitable to our Profeſſton. If we are 
ſeen to be ſwayed by the Love of the things 
of this World, which above all others we 
ought to undervalue; if we are governed by 
ſelfiſh and angry Paſſions; if we endeayour 
to raiſe ourſelves upon the Ruin of = Bre- 

: | taren ; 
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thren; if we deviate from that Candour and 
Integrity, that Simplicity, and Purity of 
Manners, which becomes our Office; If, to 


leaſt proſtitute our Character, and allow our- 
{elves in any Liberties inconſiſtent with that 
Severity of Life, which is required of Mi- 
ters the Goſpel: In a Word, if it is not 
eur eonſtant Care to adorn the Doctrine of 


cConform ourſelves to thoſe divine Rules of 


Conduct which are preſcribed us in rhe holy 
Scriptures, and by which we may be affu- 
red the World will judge of us, we betray 
the Intereſts of Religion, we put a Sword in- 
to the Hands of its Enemies, and contribute 


more than all others to expoſe it to Con- 


tempt; and at the ſame Time we bring juſt 
Dilgrace upon ourſelves; for by acting un- 
ſuitably to our Character, we become truly 
ridiculous, and deſerve to be infamous. 

And next to the Conduct of our own 
Lives, it will be of the greateſt Service to 
publick Worſhip, that we repreſent it, as in- 
deed it is, highly rational, and conduciveto 
the preſent, as well as to the future Happi- 
neſs of Men. When it is ſhewn to have a 
direct Tendency to inſpire us with worthy 


Sentiments of the Divine Being, with the 


Love, Reverence and Fear of him; to lead 


ur the Fayour or Eſteem of Men, we in the 
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to ini | es, to be juſt 
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and merciful, peaceable, ing arid gentle; 
to promote the Intere 8 of | our Fellow- 
creatures; t ſubdue our unruly Paſſions; 
when it is ſnewn to have 4 Tendency to be- 


get and promote in us thoſe heavenly Diſ- 
poſitions which will render us Bleſſings to 


one another in this World, and qualify us 
for the Happineſs of the World to come; 
when it is ſhewn in this Light, we may 


hope it will yet again force its Way into the 


Hearts and Conſciences of Men. 


And may the Ordinances of the Goſpel 


be mighty through God, to the * 


ling down of rong Holds, ca ing 


down Imaginations, and every big 
thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
Knowledge of God, and bringing into 
Captivity every Thought to the Obe- 
dience of Chriſt, that every Knee may 
be made to bow to him, and every 
Tongue to confeſs him, till the whole 


men. 
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Earth be filled with his Glory. A- 
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